
 



Note from the Editor 
I would like to bring to the attention of the 
Christchurch members, that there are vari-
ous topics available on the Third Age Trust 
website. 

These are online discussion topics and 
they cover quite a wide range of subjects. 

Please use the link below to access the 
site. 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events 
 
 
 
The cover photograph for this issue has been 
provided by Trevor Goodman, the leader of the 
u3a Photography Group. 
 
 
Ron Watson 
Digital Editor 



Group Vacancies for the Spring Term 

 

Two more groups have indicated that 
they have vacancies they would be 
pleased to fill: 
 
Badminton Group 1 Tuesdays 10.00-
11.30am at BCC 
 
 
Due to unexpected circumstances 3 va-
cancies have arisen in this Group.   
Contact the Group Leader, Lorraine 
Graves on the details shown in the pro-
gramme or on Our Groups. 
 
Creative Writing Group Thursday 2.00-
4.00pm at Greyfriars. 
 
Contact the Group Leader, Dawn D’Ar-
cy  on the details shown in the pro-
gramme or on Our Groups  
 
 



Message from Melissa Sheppard 
  
This was the carload with a lot 
of items for Ukraine, they are 
off to the collection point at 
McPennys nursery in Brans-
gore.  

 



There are an awful lot off knit-
ted items – blankets; scarves; 
hats; cardigans mostly for chil-
dren, a few bags of cloths as 
well. 
 
A very big thank you to every-
one who has contributed to this 
wonderful collection, 
 
Melissa would like more wool if 
anyone has surplus to require-
ments please. 
 
Melissa Sheppard (knit and 
natter). 



 



We now move into the Spring and Summer 
period for Vintage Brass. Commencing with 
our annual Spring Concert at Boscombe Sal-
vation Army on Saturday 15th April.  Please 
note the change of time to 3.00pm. This 
will enable many of our supporters to come to 
the concert and return home safe and sound 
before it gets dark! All the details are on the 
attached flyer. Our guests are the superb Liq-
uorice Clarinet Quartet and we look forward 
to renewing our association with them.  
 
On Saturday 10th June we are playing at the 
Fisherman’s Walk Bandstand, Overcliff  
Drive, Southbourne. Commencing at 
3.00pm. It is many years since we played at 
Fisherman’s Walk Bandstand and we look 
forward to seeing all of our friends and sup-
porters on a sunny afternoon with live music. 
 
Monday July 10th we will be found playing 
again in Wimborne Minster at 12.30 pm. It is 
a real privilege to be playing in the Minster 
once again and giving a concert that all of us 
in Vintage Brass look forward too.  



 
Moving onto the Autumn – we are delighted 
to be renewing our links with Trinity Methodist 
Church, 84 Southbourne Rd. BH6 5AG and 
the Richard Ely Trust for Young Musicians for 
this concert. We have had some really good 
concerts in the Trinity Church in the past and 
look forward to Saturday 28th October, com-
mencing again at 3.00pm. This really will 
help you to get home before it’s dark! 
 
Christmas is approximately 40 weeks away 
but I’m sure you would like to put the follow-
ing date into your diary!!  Saturday 3rd De-
cember also commencing at 3.00pm, our 
Christmas Celebration Concert, hopefully 
with the St. Georges Singers will take place 
at St. Christophers Church, Arnewood Rd. 
Southbourne, BH6 5AG 
 
We thank you for your support and look for-
ward to seeing you at our concerts 
 
Vintage Brass 
 



Despite the extremely cold weather in De-
cember, Christchurch u3a Vintage Brass 
Band was still out playing Christmas music 
and carols to local shoppers. 

People were most generous and over £300 
was raised for Julia’s House, Children’s Hos-
pice and over £250 for Macmillan Caring Lo-
cally (Christchurch Hospice).  

In addition Vintage Brass’s Christmas con-
cert at the start of the month raised over 
£650 for Cancer Research UK (Christchurch 
Committee). 

Thank you to everyone who supported us! 

 

Tony Kent 

Concert Organiser,  

Christchurch u3a Vintage Brass 



We’ve been on a ‘Tinkle and Turkey’  
with the Christchurch U3A.    
We withered when we heard the words,  
‘Don’t forget your Christmas hat’   
‘Oh dear,’ we thought, ‘b… that’   
‘Don’t forget your Christmas Jumper’  
Could it get much worse?    
 
We’ve been on a Tinkle and Turkey  
It’s a coach, will our legs fit in?   
We withered when we heard the words,   
‘Where’s yer Christmas ‘ats me lovelies? 
driver’s ‘Cornisheze.’    
What have we come to in old age,  
things couldn’t get much worse.   
 
The couple behind us had sparkly specs 9 
I thought at first they were blind.   
Windows steamed with pensioners  
 who’re off on a Christmas spree,   
 soon we all need that pee.   
  
Up prick our ears when the driver calls out 
 ‘Off you go me lovelies!’ 
    



Luggage at the ready from the coach’s boot. 
We’re here in famous Newquay Cornwall 
There’s a heated pool next to our room 
 I plop in most every day 
 Don’t miss this Olympic display! 
The food is great tho’ table seven is never 
the first to get it. 
All the staff are unswervingly smiling and 
supportive. 

 
Go for a 
Christmas jolly 
if you get the 
chance 
There’s bingo 
entertainment  
With Santa 
Claus thrown 
in. 
 
 

There was Eden in the woodland, 
the project with its domes … 
Cyanobacteria from whence we came, 
These humans would do it all over again! 
 
Thank you Dee and all who contributed 
 
June Cooke 
 



‘Getting back to normal’ has become a 
cliché in recent months, but that was so 
true for the Christchurch u3a Singers 
when they gave their ‘Celebration of 
Christmas’ to a full audience at St Chris-
topher’s church on the afternoon of  De-
cember 13th 2022. What a joy it was to be 
back to our full strength and wear our 
sparkly choir uniform once more! 

The programme of music, readings, po-
ems and carols began  with the medieval 
words ‘This is the truth sent from above’ 
and ‘Adam lay ybounden’ , setting the 
scene for the unfolding of the Christmas 



story, with two Bible readings  and two 
congregational carols. 

Christmas poems were most expressively 
delivered by members of the choir, inter-
spersed with a variety of Christmas 
songs, most notably ‘When Joseph was a
-walking’, sung by a quartet of ladies and 
an arrangement of Pachelbel’s Canon 
with The First Nowell, which included 
parts for violin (played by Anita Ginsley) 
and flute (played by Virginia Boakes). 

 



Other choral items included the Old 
Basque carol ‘Sing lullaby’, sung a capel-
la, and an old gallery carol from Durwes-
ton,  reminiscent of Thomas Hardy’s writ-
ings of that era. 

The programme concluded with the popu-
lar ‘We wish you a merry Christmas’, 
cleverly interwoven with well-known carol 
melodies. Our accompanist was Hilary 
Forrester, who, together with readers and 
soloists received warm applause.  

The choir also was very deserving of the 
appreciation of the audience. 

We look forward to maintaining the ‘back 
to normal’ with our choral concert on Sat-
urday, May 13th 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OBITUARY 

It is with great sadness that we heard the 
news of the death of our long-standing ac-
companist, Phyllis Porter, who passed 
peacefully in her sleep  on 2nd January 2023.  

Phyllis had 
played for choir 
rehearsals and 
concerts for  
eight years -  a 
dedicated and 
accomplished 
pianist who al-
ways gave her 
best. Her expe-
rience and wis-
dom as a musician were invaluable to the 
choir, together with her sense of humour, 
which often caused peals of laughter in the 
middle of the  

mundane ‘note-bashing’ that is a necessary 
part of choir practice. 

Phyllis was a stalwart friend of the choir, so 
well-loved and appreciated for all that she so 
generously gave us. 



U3a Table Tennis Group 

     Derek Ormersher’s 
 

 Wednesday Morning -  Table Tennis Group 3 



The wri ng fes val has gone crazy - we have 
sold ckets as far as Birmingham, Wa ord, 
Somerset and New York - yes, New York!  
A lady has booked to come over especially.  
We are working with AFC Bournemouth on a 
primary school outreach programme and 
have crea ve wri ng workshops for adults 
with learning disabili es. We’ve also added 
to the programme author and broadcasters 
Jane Thynne and Roma Agrawal a ending. 
This is in addi on to the programme of over 
70 events and ac vi es.  
One event has already sold out! 
 
I do hope your members are able to come 
and improve their wri ng. 
 
Many Thanks 
Dominic Wong 
BournemouthWri ngFes val.co.uk 
21st, 22nd and 23rd April 2023 



 



Just before the birthday celebrations of 
our President, Norman Richards, a few 
members a card and a present to be 
opened on the eventful day on 28 De-
cember 2022, along with a printed copy of 
Active News which contained the article 
that reported his forthcoming birthday. 

 


